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CRITICISM OF RADIO FREE EUROPE

I. Summary

The following 1s & summary of the major criticisms
of Radio Free Rurope (RFE) and Free Hurope Press (FEP)
as expressed by US and foreign officials, US newspaper
sorrespondents, end native listeners (satellite defectors,
smigrer le%al travelers, and individuals behind the Iron
Curtain}. Information iz dated late 1955-1956,

A. DFE's Overemphasid on Propaganda
1. News/Information vs. Propaganda

The three groups do not explicitly define what they
mean by “propaganda.” From the material examined, its
meaning‘ran%es from news commentary, exhortations to revolt,

attacks on 'ndiviﬁuala, to information on border conditions.

Correspondents and listeners agree that propagandas is
overemphaslzed in programming and that more newse and factual
information is desirable. US officials do not advance
views on the relative merits of news and propaganda. Their
griticlism focuses on the exaggeration and manner of presen-
tation of RFE propaganda, not on the faet that propaganda
ie programmed. :

2. Remction to Types of Propaganda

The opinions of correspondents and listeners on types
of propagandas show considerable uniformity. Commentary
geared to news ls weloomed and recommended, although some
opinion in both groups holds that even this kind of propa-
genda 1g apathetlcally received. One official comment
supports this view.

Propaganda on liberation and propaganda inflaming feel-
ings or ineiting to action are deplored, Attacks on indi-
viduals also are deplored but for different reasons depend-
ing upon the respondent group., Correspondents report that
individuals are sometimes iunjustly attacked, Listeners do
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not wehtion mistaken accusations, but instead disapprove
the undesirable conseguences which impel the individuals
attacked to greater loyalty to the regime and to greater
severity toward the population.

Opinions conveyed by correspondents and liateners dif-
fer anlgrgpaganda advising the population how to respond
to eonditions in their homelands. Correspondents report
that the local pepulation resents such advice. Though men-
tioned only twice h{ listeners, both reactions to such
advice were fayorable. Despite the fact they tend to dls~
sourage propaganda, correspondents and defectors allke
recommend programming some kind of propsganda such as
anti-regime attacks, or more information to persumde the
population of U8 strength vis-a-vis the Soviet bloe,

B. .ﬁnrﬁlighiiit. of RFE Broadcasts

The alleged unreliability or inaccuracy of RFE bread-
casts 1t asserted by all three groups but in contexts
that are sometimes vague or incomparable. Inaccuracy may
relate to estimates of the situatlon and 1ts potentialities,
to a desoription of existing conditions, to statements of
simple facts, or even to incorrect pronunclation. For
each there are isolated exsmples of eritiecism. In only
one case d1d a US officlal define what he meant by inacouracy
in hie reference to RFE's assertion concerning the disin-
tegration of a satellite Communist Party. Examples of this
type of error are not directly corrcborated by eorrespondents
ard listeners, but seem implied in some of thelr more general
eriticism. Listeners also charge that emigre broadcasters
are out of touch with the realities. UWhat specific items
of information or Judgment occasioned statements by listeners
that RFE is inaccurate or false are not indicated in avail-~
able material., Correspondents speak of events and melf-
eriticism on the part of the satellite regimes having out-
run RFE's ability to keep pace.

The VOA and the BEC are often held by correppondents
and defectors alike to be more "objective” and "accurate”
g&lthough not as popular as RFE, Avallable reports do not
indicate how serlously or elightly RFE i thought to offend
on this score of inaccuracy. Although none of the corre-
spondents stated that RFE was objectlve, some defectors
‘a@perted they found RFE's news objectlive and accurate.
Whatever the extent of the imputed inaccuracy and the
validity of the criticism, what emerges 1z & measure of

2
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agreement by all three groups on gome undefined kind and
degree of unreliabllity and inaceuracy of RFE brosdcasts,
but specifics are elther ltacking or not comparable.

C. Tone

A1l three groups express the opinion that some of RFE!'s
propaganda has an undesirable tone (the term "strident" 1s
used by representatives of all §roups). Thig charge applies
pregumably to the "inflammatory type of propaganda men-
tioned or implied by all groups.

D, Gouﬁterpra&uctiveneas

U8 officials mean by counterproductivensse that RFE
vitiates the propaganda and information activities carriled
on under their jurisdiotlon. Regime protests to US diplo-
matic missions are accompanled by direct or indirect restric-
tion of the missions! own information programt.

. Communist Orientation of RFE

A number of articles contailn aceusations that RFE employs
Communists among its emigres and digseminates pro-Communist
propagenda., These are traceable mainly to a West (erman
Sudeten antil-RFE campalgn, and on-one occasion to a named
Cgech exlle. This charge 1s not volced by US officials or
the listener group. ,

¥. FEP B&llocn Ieaflets

The slmost total lack of data on correapondents! opinlons
and specifiec leaflets precludes any accurate eomparison of
correspondents! and defectors' views on the effectlveness
of FEP bslloon leaflets. However, according to the scanty
data svallable, the ineffectiveness imputed to balloon propa-
ganda by correspondents clting Western officials 1s not
gsupported by the defectors, the majority of whom belleve
1t effective. Sulzberger reported that the Ten Demands
were "foolish." wWhat the lecal populace thought about them
1g not evident from the data, though one defector mentioned
they were ineffective, another that they were "interesting,”
and still another stated he was Yimpressed.”

Other comments by the correspondent group such &8 the

physical hazards involyed and Communist regime criticism

£1nd neither corroboration nor contradiection among defectors.

3
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II. Suryey of Material Examined

€riticism of RFE by US officianle is represented in the
opinions expressed by diplomatic mission chiefs and other
officials in Poland, Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and Rumania.
This criticiem has heen supplemented by comments occasion-
ally volunteered by members of friendly embassies., The
official comment examined ig of 1imited value for the pres-
ent study because of the small number of opinions reported,
1te general nature, and the lack of speclfic and illustra-
tive supporting data. US and foreign officials do not make
elear what the basis of thelr eriticism i1s. In the materlal
avallable, criticism of HFE seems to be based partly on
Communist regime reactlon, and partly on their estimgtes of
the mood and receptivenesn of the captive populations to
Western and RFE broadcasts, as well as on talks with satel-
1ite resldents. On one occasion critieism wag bamzed on an
axamination of BFE scripte measured against the situstion
Judged to exist in the country in gquestion,

The sample of eritlelism by US correspondents also is
relatively small and lacking in homogenelity. It comprises
nine individusl evaluations (including one Britishj), of which
four are published, and five were gilven privately to R¥FE,

Of the four published, two are extensive critiques of RFE,
and the others;aagtain pasging or indlrect references to
RPE, Two "candid" oritigues of RFE by writers who are citi-
geng of Communist Poland speaking to Western smources have
been included for & comparison of thelr opinions with
others. One wag by a corregpondent of the Trybuna Ludu,

and ;he%gthar was by a group of Polish writers Lravelling

in the West, '

Also included in thils study is the eriticism of RFE
which appeared in the articles concerning Communist infil-
tration of RFE gnd the allegedly pro-Communist propaganda
broadcast by RFE employees,

The sources of Informatlon for US correspondents are
wmainly residents of the satellites (often from "all walks
of 1ife" and to all appearances a random selectlon} and the
views of Americen and friendly diplomats,

For the llatener group sample, a total of 78 reports
were analyzed in the survey of satellite audience eriticiem
and resctlons te RPFE broadeasts., All reports are recent,
having been published in 1956, although in a few cases the
information was acqulired during the latter part of 1955,
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Nationals of five satellites contributed comments. The
sampling, broken down geographically, showe that 26
sourceg were Czech nationals, 16 Hungarian, 16 Polish, 13
Bulgarian, and 7 Rumanian. Commente were received from
four types of sources: defectors, legal emigrants, legal
travelers, and individuale still residing in a satellite
eountry. Thirty-three of the gources were not described
in sufflclent detail to be assigned to one of the four
categorles, Of the total of ldentifiable sources, 29 were
defectors, 6 satellite regldents, 5 legal emigrants, and
5 legal travelers.

Sources came from all walks of 1ife including peasants,
factory workers, students, teachers and other professional
people, businessmen and artists, Wide variations in intelli-
gence, esducational background, and soclasl and economic
levels of sources were encountered. Sources varied also
in age but the largest number were young adults. That
thie 1s the group to which RFE sppeals most strongly is
aug%asted by the fact that & number of sources stated that
while RFE was thelr own preference, thelr parents preferred
the BBC, a cholce influenced by their wartime listening.

_No slgnificant differences were evident in the reports
of the various nationalltiles represented or of the four
types of sources. Although certain groups commented on
speclfic programs broadcast only to thelr area, the type
ef programs singled out for approval or disapproval was
8imilar for all national groups. The limited gize of the
sample and the lack of blographic dsts concerning the
sourceg has made it impossible to bremsk the reports down in-
to any useful sub-divisions,

The reports surveyed include interviews cond

25X1X6

gl alfferences in
"intelligence reportg"
For these reasons
all reports have been considered without reference to origin
or type of gource.

, [NEre were no SupsLant
the kind of criticism contained in the
from that appearing in RFE interviews,

The vallidlty of the criticism expressed by US officials,
gorrespondents, and listeners 1z subject to qualirfication.
The vlews of US officials may sometimes be colored by the various
objectives whieh they seek to achleve. Their objectives also

5
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may be partlally vitiated by the repercussions caused by
RFEZ, Some correspondents are superficlally informed on
the ulterior motives and modus operandi of Communist
reglmes as well as on the complexities of propaganda
operations. Defectors! opinions may be influeneced by
thelr desire to flatter and by the difference in outlook
cccasloned simply by thelr belng outside the Iron Curtain.
The very fact of thelr defectlion often classes them as
an unusual, atyplcal group whose attituder and opinions
may not be characteristic of those who remain behind the
Iron Curtain,

&
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III. Views of US and Foreign Officilals

US offlolals have criticized RFE for its counterpro-
ductiveness, unrellability, and for use of a strident or
inappropriate tone in its propaganda. Forelgn officiale
have expressed the opinion that RFE is ineffective.

The eriticism of US officials is unanimous in char-
acterlzing RFE propaganda ag counterproductive, a term
which means that RFE negates the liberalization deyelop~
ments taking place, or hampers Embassy informational or
propaganda sctivitles (presumably USIS displays, exchange
of publications, US visitors, and the like)., Irritated
and antagonized by RFE broadcaste {and/or balloon leaflets),
the reglmes in Czechoslovakia, Hungary, and Rumanis register
strong complainte with the US missions and place restrictions
on thelr informatlonal activities, Officlale of US and
forelign mieslons emphasize that harassment of the regime 1=
not necessarily a measure of successful programming.

The regurvent critlicism that RFE 1s unreliable means
variously that RFE material is exaggerated, inaccurste,
or cutdated, Avallable information offers the following
single example: An envoy studied several RFE scripts and
cited three instances in whiech RFE's deseription of a par-
ticular situation differed from that of the Embassy. The
Communlst Party of the country was described as being in
8 state of "hysteria” and "disintegration," a character-
ieatlon which seemed unwarranted by the faects., An RFE
goript also 1ls cited as describing a situation {allegedly
srroneously) as a "revolt" and another as containing inflam-
matory but ineffective slogans urglng action toward over-
throwing the governmment. In addition, the official also
uses these examples to demonstrate the discrepancy between
RPFE propaganda guldance and practice,

In two instences, US offilcials suggest that the strident
tone of RFE propaganda broadcasts 1s inappropriate and un-
desirable.

One US official reported that the embassles of friendly
powers regard RFE as useless. British Embassy offilelals
are saild to compare RFE in one instance to the London
Pally Mlrror, implyilng that RFE 18 unreliable and sensational.
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IV. US Newspaper Correspondents

Of the nine evaluations by correspondents containing
eriticism of RFE, five are extenslve: One bg Sulzberger
{published in the New York Times, 14 May 1656), two by
8y Bourgin [unpublished), one by Thecdore Andrica of the
Clevelsnd Pregs (unpubliished), and gne by %oaeph ﬁeag?berg
3 day EIvening Post, 28 July 1956).
Two additional published comments are brief and indirect
in their criticism {Raymond of the New York Times and John
Freeman of the New Statesman and Natlon). The remaining
two of the sample of nine are obriel unpublished remarks by

MacCormac of the New York Times and Russell Jones of the
United Press.

All correspondents but Yechsberg belleve that RFE has
a2 significant number of listeners,. Thie agreement. suggests
that these corregpondents do not hold the view that RFE 1is
ineffective for lack of an asudience, Weghsberg's remark
that "most people don't listen to them AfOA and RFE/ any
more,” seeme an exaggeration of the view found in The reports
of some correspondents and officials that there 1s decreasing
interest in Ameriecan propaganda broadcasts,

Aside from commentary clearly keyed to the news, the
correspondents seem to mean by the term propaganda one or
more of the following: any form of affirmation of the
idea of liberation; inclitatien or exhortation to resistance
(passive, active, or sabotage); advice on how to deal with
yvarious recurrent eltuations or conditions under Communism
(eollsctive farme, price changes, rationing); and attacks
on individuals,

~ On the issue of the desirablility of propaganda compared
with news a&nd information in broadcasts, almost all the
eorrespondents feel thet RFE {and/or VOA) broadcasts should
earry more news and less propaganda {as defined mbove).,
However, Raymond (in the New York Times, 15 January 1956},
attemptin% to evaluate VOK and RFE propaganda on the issue
of liberation, states that people do listen to the broad-
sasts and collect the leaflets ment across the Ireon Curtain
boundaries, Bourgln concedes that the propaganda tone of
the “We Accuse" program, which he finds irritates the
government and intellectuals {(the latter call 1t childish),
‘delighted the plaln people the most."
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With these exceptlons, all correspondents express the
opinion that more news and less propaganda ig desired by
the satellite mudlences., They recommend that primary
emphasis in broadcasts be placed on news, followed by
selentiflic and technicecal information, cultural entertain-
ment, and jarz programs,

The ecorrespondents feel that the least desirable forms
of propaganda are the attacks on regime personalities
{Sulgberger, Bourgin, Andrica, Wechsberg) and liberation*
propaganda zﬁéurgin, Andrica, Freeman). They obJect to
attacks on regime personalitles becaume they feel it 1s
petty or that people are mlistakenly accused., Oblections
to liveration propaganda are alleged disappointment 1in
past promisesg, and a consequent disbelief and eynlcal dis-
miesal of hopes currently velced by propaganda. In the
case of liberation propaganda, Raymond presented both favor-
able and unfavorable audlence reception.

S8imilarly Judged are the propaganda exhortations to

or advice on action such as resistance or response to con-
ditions {Sulzberger, Bourgln, Andrica). The reason advanced
for the lack of effectiveness of this aspect of propaganda

is that the home audlence feels 1t lknows conditions bettier
than the emigres broadcasting such advlce, and that 1t there-
fore Iinsults the intelligence of the listeners and occasions
reseniment,

With the exception of those mentioned above, not all
porrespondents named the speclfic aspects of propaganda
they thought findesirable. All, however, feel that "propa-
ganda” is more or less undesirable, None of the corre-
spondents find approval for esuch propaganda among those
whom they interviewed (with the exception of Raymond and
Bourgin noted above).

On the desirability of propaganda in the form of com-
mentary on the news, a similar unanimity does not prevail,
Though some reiterate the bellef that the satellite audience
ig not interested in political commentary or polltieal
affsirs generally, & smaller number recommend 1t.

[y arnzmam: i s .

# Newspaper articles dealing penerally with liberatlon or
the satelllite populations! views of liberatlon without
 specific reference to RFE have been dlsregarded in this

purvey. It is not possible to infer that such discusslons
are intended as eriticlam of RFE since the 1dea of libera-
tion is not held excluslvely by RFE; also, it has not been
determined how significant a role the liberation theme
plays in RFE output,
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On the 1ssue of RFE unrellability, only two correspond-
ents noted that American propaganda 1z "wrong" or "late."
Sulzberger relterated this charge in his 14 May column
{without distinguishing VOA and RFE). Jones, considered
sympathetic to %FE, remarked briefly that Hunﬁariana had
teld him that even?s are moving so fast that "RFE is not
sble to keep up..." The comments of the Polish writers
support thls observation., Vecheberg cited Czechs as saying:
"The radio geoilﬁ seem to think we've become a nation of
foola...., Ve knew of the workers! riote in Ostrava and
Pilsen long before the radlo broadeasts." In addition, the
view that the American radic and the emigre broadcasters have
lost touch with the realitles behind the Iron Curtain also
hes been expressed by Sulzberger, Bourgin, Andrica, and
Wechsberg,

- Buch a varlety of reactions to broadcast programming
were encountered among thoee Interviewed by the corre-
spondents that no pattern of audience preference emerges.
Some say more entertainment 1ls wanted; others say less or
ne entertainment, Intellectuals allegedly are irpritated
by the "We Accuse" program; the plain people are "delighted"
by 1t. Economic statistics are "ridiculous” and of interest
enly to "mathematies professors" (Sulzberger); yet Vechsberg
Tinds that information on America's strength ls generally
wanted, No single program can be expected to be universally
popular, and all will be criticized by one group of listeners
or another,

In the gase of the Poliph writers, the §r¥buna Iudu cor-
respondent stated that RFE news is too objective and that

its effectiveness would be enhanced by glving "political
comuent” on the news, since "not everyone can draw his own
gonclusions,” This view may be a reflection of his profes-
slonal cutlook as a Communlst propagandist committed by
doctrine and conviction to the necessity of propagenda and
not merely nevwe reporting. He also asserts that the greatest
importance is sttached by Polish newspaper editors tc moni-
toring RFE. He recommends that RFE pursue the obJective of
overreachling Polish propaganda on liberalization and point
out ite "real causes and solutions," However, he cautions
egainst commentaries “alaasifyiqg various personalitiles,"
This may be a reference to the "Je Accuse" program to which
Western corregpondents found adverse reaction in some
guarters.

The other Pollsh writers indirectly seupport his recom-
mendatlon on llberalizaetion news and commentary by ceriticizing .

10
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RFE materlal for being outdated. They indlcate that eriticism
of the domestlc seene currently is so prolific in Polish

medla that RFE, 1n ite critliclem of conditions in Poland,

18 in danger of losing 1ts previously large audlence,

They prailse RFE for 1ts effectiveness in convineing
the Communipts thet Poland cannot be sesled off from infor-
mation from the West and for its "vital" role in eountering
Communist propaganda. They warn agalnst an "anti-lestern
radlo propaganda” campaign of deception carried out among
foreign diplomats and touring Jjouvnalists in Yarsaw by Com~
muniats pretending to be spokeemen of the epposition. They
alpo strongly emphasize the desire of Poles for Information,
and cautlon against propagends on the internal eituation
without the ineclusion of new information or cross-~reporting.

The accusation that RFE ie promoting Communist causes
and 1s infiltrated by Comnunists appeared in four news-
papar reports at the end of May and the beginning of June
1956, Most were news reports traceasble to a West German
Sudeten anti-RFE campaign., They were largely restricted
to elting the public sccusation made by the chalrmen of
the Sudeten German Expellees Assoclation, Dr. Rudolf
Lodgman von Auen., The only comment at the time supporting
the allegation wae by columnist Ray Tucker in the Oroville,
California Mercury-Register, 22 June 1956, who quoted from
the writings o¥ §erﬁ§nan§ ?eroutk&r described as head of
the RFE Cgech desk, apparently to "prove" Peroutka's
pro~Communist leanlngm. All other articles reported the
tharges of RFE pro-~Communism without comment as an incldental
factor in discussing growing West German concern with RFGC!s
activity on sovereign German territory.

Two other articles, independent of the von Auen eplaode,
supported the charge concerning RFE's pro-Communism. John B.
Crane's column, 21 March 1956, in the Fort Wayne, Indiana
Hews-Sentinel, accompanied by an editorial in the ssme veln,
gemed Inclined to accept charges made by a Jiri Brada,

"& Czech refugee journalist,” that RPE 13 inflltrated by
Communists and that RFE "preaches Socialism."

Twelve additional newspaper articles dating from December
1955 to July 1956 made little of the infiltration charge,
discussing lnstead West German official or BHE (refuges
political party) hostility toward RFE, There 1&g no evident
%geéin&tiOﬂ in thes: articles to report RFE in an unfavorable

ght,

11
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In late 1955, official US despatches from the American
Embassy and USIS in Bonn and the American Consulate
General in Munich detall the political maneuverings of
the Sudeten German refugees to galn a measure of control

or influence in RFE, but eontaln no references that could
pe construed as diserediting RFE.

12
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V. Views of the Satellite Audienge

No definitive coneclusions can be drawn from the avail-
able materisl ccncerning_the reactions of the satellits

- RFE audiences appear to include both city and raral
dwellers, although the more effective Jamming of city recep-
tion has probably had some deterrent effect. The ma Jerity
of sources stated that RFE programs are subJect to almost
continual Jamming, although most of them said that they
managed to hear programs in which they were interested
Gesgpite the interference, That Jamming is less effective
in rural areas is confirmed by several listeners and by
the fact that agricultural programs werpe singled out by
&t least four sources as particularly enjoyable.

- The eriticism most Tfrequently €xpregsed by the satellite
audlence is that RFE broadcasts contain too much propaganda.
This comment ls made specifically 29 times, more than twice
the number of times that any other one criticism is ex-
pressed, In addition, the Bame opinion 18 implied by a
number of sources who express a desire for "more news, "
"straight news," op "obJective news," Sources who complain
about the Propaganda content of the programs do not in most
cages define what they mean by the tepm, However, the use
of qualifying phrasss such as "too inflammatory," "exagger-
ated," "inflammatory broadcasts," "propagandistic and
irresponsible politieal line" suggests that listeners
identify as bropagande, program content which openly tends
to incite hatred and resentment against the regime. One

L]

Some limteners also find the content of certain programs
elther dangerous or potentially so., One Bource stated he

13
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believed that gragrams calling attention to the misdemeanors
el minor officials only served to make such officials more
fanatically attached to the regime and more severe toward
anti-Communists., Another ssld that information broadcast
eoncerning border conditions snd poesible escape routes
alerted the border guards and increased thelr vigilance.
Almost as many reports, however, spoke in favor of certain
programs as helpful to the satellite audience. Singled out
for praise were programs which gave practical advice on how
t0 deal with the regime and 1its officials. One of the most
numerous affirmstive comments which sources gave was that
RFE broadcasts kept up morale among its satellite hearers,
Thie was sald in some cases by persons who made derogatory
sonments on epecific programs or other aspects of RFE broad-
easting,

' A number of lleteners, while disapproving "propaganda,"

do sa{ that they like anti-regime broadcasts, which would

geent to 1lmply approval of unspecified types of propaganda.

It does not appear that listeners whe comment disapprovingly
ebout propagands intend to ecensure the use of news commentators,
Commentary programs, particularly political and military,

were mentioned by 17 sources as particularly heipful and
intervesting.

The second most frequent eriticism which the satellite
sudience makes of RFE broadeasts 1s that the information
they convey 1s often not true. Several sources expressed
the gonvietion that the broadcaster was not sufficlently
knowledgeable on events taking place within the satellite
or that he had "lost touch" with the people there. Others
stated only that they found the information inaccurate or
false. A number of listeners preferred BBC or VOA on the
grounds that thelr broadcaste were more accurate or more
objective.

Listeners, however, are not unanimously convinced that
RFE i1s untrustworthy. The greatest number of approving
comments recorded (29) were for RFE news broadcasts, and
sources stated that th_e;{ believed them to be "objective,"”
"reliable,” "up to date” and "frank." News broadcasts
were énjoyed because listeners felt %that they were their
best source of information about domestie developnents,
other Communist countries, and the internationsl situation,

Almost as many reports criticized the tone of RFE broad-
caste as found the content unreliable. The greatest number
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of these comments were directed to materlal which listeners
characterized as "vulgar" or centaining "rough and vulgar
talk.," One program was said to be "in bad taste and harm-
ful." Other comments declared the tone of the broadeasts

to be "too strident” or "too sarcastic” and decried the

uge of ”1n§u1ting epithets and Nazi-like tone." Sti11l other
llsteners found the programe "dry" and "boring" and
delivered in a bad accent,

Some sourges, however, characterize RFE broadcasts as |
"lively" and "interesting." Others comment that the
announcer's accent and attitude seems typlcal of the national
audience to which he 1s speaking.

In commenting on what AFE should feature in its programs,
the overwhelming number of requests was for more news, A
few sources specified that they wished to hear more internal
or local news, and a few asked for foreign or international
news., News comments or summarles also were mentioned as
deslrable. Next most freguently stated was the desire for
~factusl Information, Specific requests included information
" on conditions In which recent emigres find themselvea in
the West; scientific and medical programs; and programsg for
agricultural workers. A number of sources asked for more
information about 1ife in the West, and gpecifically in
the USA. About an equal number ask to be spared comparisons
between conditions in the sgtellites and the high standard
of living in America,

Entertainment 1s mentioned as desilrsble by several
gources, especlally plays, humorous programs, and jazz.
Sources vote conslstently, however, agalnst programs of
seml-classlical, clmeeical, and folk music because they are
broadcast over the regime radio and can be heard thus more
clearly and without danger from regime informers.

Rellgious programs please some listeners and irritate
others in about equal proportions. Listeners who objiect
to them do 8o on the grounds that the practice of religion
18 not forbidden in the satellites and that they feel that
RFE 1s patrenizing them with such programs,

Other comments ask for more programs for women, youth,
intellectuala, and programs which emphaslize sports, the
shorteomings of the regime, and the accomplishments of
famous natlional herces. Sources detailing programs they
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not enjoy mention long talks, too much oratory, or too

superlor a tone., A conslderable number of sources went
en record as approving the variety of RFE programs and

the fact that they were planned to include material for
different social and intellectual levels,

A number of sources spoke gpprovingly of RFE's continuous
broadcasting schedule and noted that 1f they mlssed a pro-
gram because of severe Jamming they could very often listen
to a re-broadcast later when the Jamming was less effective,
One source advocated arranging VOA and RFE schedules so
that they did not conflict.
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VI. FEP Balloon Leaflets

Three articles in the New York Times {Sidney Gruson,
30 January and 4% February 63 and Herrison Salisbury,
12 February 1956) represent the main eritlcisms of Free
Burope Press balloon leaflets avallable from newspapers.
Sulzberger's 14 May 1956 article cites a "friendly ambassa-
dor in Czechoslovakis" as describing leaflets contailning 10
poepular demands for freedom as being "foolish.," The New
York Hergld Tribune, 25 January 1956, cites Russglan propa-
gands supporting Czech protests on the balloons,

gruson's first artlcle deacrlibes g Prague exhlblt of

balloon propaganda, which portrays the balloons as a physical
danger to alr flight and to the populatlion, some of whom are
elaimed in the exhiblt to have been injured b{ the exploslon
ef balloons, His article stresses the Communlst origins of
the charges. He paraphrases a Cgech gulde at the exhibiltion
ag 2aying that the pamphlets distributed have lost whatever
effectlveness they may have had.

Grusonts second article summarizes the opinion of "many
Western diplomats™ that the leaflets have "long outlived
whatever usefulness they may have had,” and that they are
"bad propaganda" because they ralse internal tension, whereas
the gim ghould be to lesmen internsl tension with the ulti-
mate effect of loogening tiem with the Soviet Unlon., Ad-
mitting the difficulty of measuring the "ordinary Czecho-
8loyak's reaction to his Government'!s cempalgn againast the
balloons,” he does cite one "non-Communist white collar
worker" to the effect that 1f a balloon killed a Czech, 1t
would create more 111 will than 10 years of Communist propa-
ganda have done,

8alisbury's article also cites "some Western quarters,
including some American observers behind the Iron Curtain"
a8 beling oritical of the balloon propapanda effort. Other
than this attribution, Salisbury notes the coordinated,
Soviet-directed campaign against the balloons,

Satelllte audience reactlion to Free Europe Press leaflets
1s contained in 19 of the 78 reports avallable on satellite
audience reactions to propaganda. All reports considered
are of recent (1956) date, A few sources stitedthat they
had heard of the leaflets but had never seen one and had
ne opinion as to thely effectiveness. (These sources are
not included in this survey.)
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As in the sampling of oplinlon concernlng RFE broadcasts,
regports come from defectors, legal emigrante, legal travelere,
and residents of the satellite ares. Geographlcally, only
three satellites are represented; Czechoslovakia, Hungary,
and Poland, Of the 19 reports, 8 sources are Czech, 5 Hun-
garian, and 3 Polish.

In all, 24 opinions concerning the leaflets were expressed,
since some sources went on record as favoring some aspect of
the operation while being opposed to another. The ma jority
of opinions express approval of the leaflets generally (16
in favor, 8 against). Reasons which sources gave for liking
the leaflets were similar to those expregsed concering RFE
broadcasts, Six responses stated that the leaflets kept
up morale and flve stated that the leaflets were desirable
because they brought information otherwise unavallable to
the reader, Other opinions were thst they haragsed the
regime, "interested" the reader, were more convineing than
broadcasts because they were more tangible, and ocould be
read over and passed on,

Derogatory opinions were based on the fact that sources
dld not belleve that the leaflete were effective { four) or
consldered them dangerous because possegalon mlight lead to
arrest (three), or because the carrier balloons might explode
(gﬁ;). ,Other sources found them "uninteresting" and "undig-
nified, . '
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